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and discipline of British and Indian troops, under
their officers, when confronted by the hardest tests
of military service. Both in public and in private
I have expressed the sincere regard that I have felt.
There is also with me the memory of personal
friends and college companions among those who
have laid down their lives. Such a remembrance is
most sacred to me, as it is to others.
But just as we continue to venerate the memory
of those who died in the Great War and yet freely
acknowledge to-day the political mistakes that led
up to that struggle, even so we have come to en-
quire afresh whether the foreign policy, traditional
in India during the pre-war days, is still adequate.
How does Soviet Russia stand with regard to modern
India? Is the old fear of a Russian invasion really
dead and buried? Or is there still the need to
prepare to resist a Russian attack through Afghani-
stan ?
To take another point, do we still consider the
subsidizing of the Frontier tribes and the training
of recruits among them, as a local militia, to be the
best means of effecting a much-needed pacification?
May not the occasion be ripe for a more scientific
method ?
At home, in Great Britain, we place a very high
value indeed on the free interchange of ideas between
civilian and military men of affairs. We are even
prepared to appoint those who are laymen as our
Ministers of War. For, in our own democratic
country, the work of the military expert in the